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Introduction to Medicaid

• Established in 1965
• Nearly 60 years of operation

• Joint Federal-State Program
• Provides health care coverage
• Covers nearly 80 million individuals

• Multiple Programs
• 56 different programs across the country

Cover of Health Progress, Special Issue on Medicaid January-February 2019
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Who does Medicaid insure?

Source: KFF https://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-US 

Nearly 80 million Americans are covered by Medicaid

https://files.kff.org/attachment/fact-sheet-medicaid-state-US
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What is the threat? Budget Reconciliation

• Fast track procedure – prevents filibuster in the 
Senate

• Instructs Committees on budget related legislation in 
tax law or mandatory spending programs – like 
Medicaid

• House would like to complete work by Memorial Day
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How do you get to $880 billion?

= Millions of livelihoods affected as individuals, families and children will 
lose coverage
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Issue in Focus: Work Reporting Requirements

• One proposal is to impose work reporting 
requirements as a condition of receiving 
Medicaid
• Who would this apply to? 

• Supported by all sides of the Republican 
conference

• Possible budget “savings” are around $100 
billion 

• Modeling estimates show that on the low end 5 
million individuals would lose coverage and the 
high end around 30 million 

• Real world examples in Arkansas showed that 
18,000 people lost coverage 
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Issue in Focus: Reducing Federal Payments to States
• Per Capita Caps for the “Expansion 

population”
• “Able Bodied Adults” up to 138% of FPL 

($20,780)
• Reducing the federal medical assistance 

percentage (FMAP) 
• Expansion Population 
• States that provide coverage for 

undocumented immigrants
• District of Columbia 

• Interaction with state “trigger laws”
• AZ, AR, IA, ID, IL, IN, MT, NH, NC, NM, 

UT, VA
• Modeling estimates: $140 billion to $2.5 

trillion less in federal Medicaid spending
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What is CHA doing?

- Since February, we have had over 50 Congressional meetings with Republican offices
- Advocacy Days in March brought our members to Washington DC to visit their elected officials
- Partnering with other likeminded organizations and coalitions  
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What is CHA doing? (cont.)
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Working Together As Catholic Organizations

“Caring for those most in need in our society 
is not something that Catholic and all 
charitable organizations can do alone. This 
is why we need policies which ensure that 
low-income and vulnerable people can afford 
health care coverage and have the support 
they need.  Programs like Medicaid 
embody our collective commitment to the 
common good, solidarity, and the 
preferential option for those who are poor 
and vulnerable...

The three largest Catholic organizations in the 
country are urging Congress not to cut Medicaid to 
pay for their reconciliation bill that aims to drive 
much of President Trump’s agenda.

What they're saying: "As you address 
reconciliation priorities, we urge you to 
prioritize those most in need and working 
families and protect the Medicaid 
program," reads a letter. The letter specifically 
pushes back on the idea of per capita caps 
and work requirements.

https://www.usccb.org/resources/letter-119th-congress-regarding-medicaid-february-27-2025
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How you can help



© The Catholic Health Association of the United States
17

Thank you!

Paulo Pontemayor, MPH
Senior Director of Government Relations
ppontemayor@chausa.org
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulopontemayor/

WE WILL EMPOWER BOLD CHANGE TO 
ELEVATE HUMAN FLOURISHING SM

mailto:ppontemayor@chausa.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulopontemayor/
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